
	Function
	Definition
	Example

	Subject
	Usually defined as the “doer” of an action. Usually the first noun in a sentence

In ever sentence, except commands
	Mary left early.

The house was built by the contractor.

This old house is a mess.

There are too many people in this house. (*expletive)

	Direct Object
	Receiver of the action or the result of an action. Usually come immediately after the verb.
	The girl hit the ball.

My friend wrote a letter.

The pitcher threw the ball.

	Indirect Object**
	People affected by the action. Sometimes it’s the beneficiary of the action. Immediately following the prepositions “to” and “for” or between the verb and the direct object.
	Jimmy gave an apple to the teacher.

Mike read a bedtime story to Ben.

Rachel bought Hannah a sweater.

	Object of a Preposition
	Words showing either location, direction, accompaniment, or purpose and is linked to a noun
	In the barn (location)

Towards the fire (direction)

With an escort (accompaniment)

For a good reason (purpose)

	Complement
	The serve to describe another noun phrase of the sentence
	Jane was the president.

They considered the child a genius.
She declared her brother a liar.


· An expletive is a place holder such as “it’s” in the sentence “It’s raining” or “there” in the sentence “there are too many people on this bus.”
** also has indirect object inversion.

[Verb + Direct Object + {to,for} + Indirect object] -- [Verb + Indirect object + Direct Object]

